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CHRISTIAN CHURCHES TOGETHER

Statement on Poverty

As Christian leaders in the wealthiest society on earth, we are called by God to urge our churches
and nation to strengthen and expand efforts to address the scandal of widespread poverty in the
United States and around the world. The Gospel and our ethical principles place our service of
the poor and vulnerable and our work for justice at the center of Christian life and witness.

Our common faith compels us. Christ our Lord teaches us that when we serve and stand with
“the least of these,” we serve and stand with Him. Our Bible teaches us in hundreds of places
that the God we worship has a special concern for the poor. God judges individuals and societies
by how they respond to the needs of the poor. As leaders in Christian Churches Together, we
believe that a renewed commitment to overcome poverty is central to the mission of the church
and essential to our unity in Christ. Therefore in order to obey our God, respect the dignity of
every person, and promote the common good of society, we must act. Our focus here is
domestic poverty, but we reaffirm our commitment to overcome poverty all around the world.

Widespread and persistent poverty challenges us to action. The painful truth is that about thirty-
seven million people in our country live below the poverty line. Tragically, 18 percent of all our
children struggle in poverty. The sad reality is that millions in our nation work hard and still
cannot escape poverty. We lament this ongoing poverty.

Our faith in Christ who is the truth compels us to confront the ignorance of and indifference to the
scandal of widespread, persistent poverty in this rich nation. We must call this situation by its real
names: moral failure, unacceptable injustice. Our faith in Christ drives us to call our churches
and our society to a more urgent, united response.

We are grateful for the vast array of ways our churches are already helping millions of struggling
people. We want to build on these efforts, learn from each other, and collaborate more closely.
But we can, we must, do more.

We also recognize and encourage leaders in community, economic and public life who seek
justice for poor people in our land. But we can, we must, do more. Our goal must be the
elimination of poverty in this land.

As we as Christians renew and strengthen our efforts to overcome domestic poverty, we will seek
to work with people of other faiths and all persons of good will in this urgent task.

Unfortunately, partisan and ideological divisions too often promote one-sided solutions and
prevent genuine progress. We believe substantial success in reducing domestic poverty requires
an overall framework that insists that overcoming poverty requires both more personal
responsibility and broader societal responsibility, both better choices by individuals and better
policies and investments by government, both renewing wholesome families and strengthening
economic incentives. We believe that genuine success in reducing American poverty will require
greater commitment and concrete action by all four of the following: churches, neighborhoods,
communities, and faith-based and other organizations; government that implements better public
policy at local, state, and federal levels; individuals and families; the market and private sector
(employers, unions and other economic actors).

We are leaders of the Christian community, not an interest group. We have no partisan political
agenda. We are conservatives and liberals, Independents, Republicans and Democrats.
Together we believe that our faith demands and the people of this land yearn for concrete
proposals that transcend divisive political divisions.



We give thanks to God for bringing together at one Christian table in Christian Churches Together
for the first time in our history representatives of almost all the families in Christianity in the United
States: Evangelicals/Pentecostals, Catholics, Racial/Ethnic, Orthodox and Historic Protestants.
As a united voice of Christianity in this country, we pledge to strengthen our efforts to end the
scandal of widespread poverty in the richest nation in history.

Four Objectives

CCT will promote its commitment to overcoming domestic poverty by inviting all Christians and all
people, especially our leaders in public life, to embrace and implement the following
objectives:

a. o strengthen families and communities; because they are essential bulwarks against
poverty;

b. to reduce child poverty; we seek to cut child poverty by 50 percent in the next ten
years;

c. to make work work; by combating racism and guaranteeing that full time work offers a
realistic escape from poverty and access to good health care;

d. to strengthen the educational system in our country with particular attention to the
public schools; because access to quality education offers perhaps the best way out
of poverty.

For up-to-date information, see www.christianchurchestogether.org.
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