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ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 14-17 IN MEMPHIS

The 2012 Annual Meeting will be February 14-17, 2012 in Memphis, Tennessee. We will further
explore the relationship of poverty and racism and Memphis offers rich opportunities because of such
iconic sites as the National Civil Rights Museum, The Lorraine Hotel, and The
Mason Temple (birthplace of the Church of God in Christ) as well as being home to
a number of legendary civil rights leaders. Dr. Bernard LaFayette, a founder of the
Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee and a Freedom Rider plans to be with
us. Contact Val Ruess for a registration form: ValCCT @att.net

NOTE: Seminarians and Young Church Leaders are invited to participate free
of charge on Wednesday, February 15. Contact Val Ruess for a registration form to
use or share!

Reflections from Executive Director, Richard L. Hamm
The Work of CCT: Connecting the Body

I am often asked the question, “What does CCT do?” My first answer is always this: we build
relationships between parts of the church that have often avoided each other or between whom there has
traditionally been hostility. This is what | regard as the most important thing we
do, but it seldom satisfies a questioner. So, they go on to ask, “Yes, but what do
you do?

At that point, | begin to describe how we try to emphasize the things we
can affirm and do together rather than the things that divide us. I talk about our
annual meetings and how we look for ways in which we can witness together
about important issues like domestic poverty and racism. Those who are still
listening then ask, “What kinds of programs do you have?” | explain that we are
not a program agency per se, that we choose instead to hook up our churches and
organizations with each other to work together. By the time | give this third tier
response, most give up their quest.




Why would CCT want to recreate programs that mbsuo participant churches and
organizations are already doing? How much bettéadititate their working together on their various
projects?

A perfect example can be found in the current waming done on malaria. The Millennial
Development Goals call for an end to many diseasdgnalaria is one that has been targeted. In our
spring CCT Steering Committee meeting, we discayénat the Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of
North American (PCCNA), World Vision, and the Umit®lethodist Church are all involved in anti-
malaria campaigns. But the Pentecostal Churcheshandnited Methodists didn’t know about each
other’s efforts. So, we arranged a conferencebedleen Jeff Farmer (president of the Open Bible
fellowship and president of the PCCNA), Steve Hass John Volinsk of World Vision, and Bishop
Thomas Bickerton who is responsible for the Metebdampaign, and me. The call was exciting to say
the least! These brothers in Christ quickly coneécit a deep level and began looking for ways they
could work together! Meanwhile, | learned of a saneffort by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America, and so we are inviting them into the cosagon.(If there are other organizations,
denominations or communions engaged in such wavkuld be delighted to hear from you so we can
link you into the conversation as well!).

This connection and the cooperative approach tilbagrew out of it is, | am convinced, is a work
of the Spirit and only the beginning of what we cantogether. Christian Churches Together is sgram
a catalyst in this, not as a programmer itselfsTisiwhat CCT can do so well, with lots of valueledl
but very little cost. To God be the glory!

Grace and peace,

P.S. At right is more information about the antilana campaigns mentioned above.

As Part of CCT’s Annual Meeting emphasis on ragrs#merica, you are
invited to take a Sankofa Journey with other chueauers or-ebruary 3-6,
2012

Sankofas a West African word meaning “looking backwardtove forward.” The Sankofa
Journey seeks to assist disciples of Christ om theve toward a righteous response to the evidosm.
























